
Both the Authority Text and Tune 
need to be connected 

 I click on “edit” to 
connect the authorities 

This is a hymn instance page for 
the Hymnal “Revival Hymns and 

Choruses” 



When we click on “edit” 
we see this page  

Note the “_” in the Text authority field 
and in the Persons Authority fields 



I start by putting the words of the first line in 
the Authority identifier field with “_” 

between words and omitting punctuation. If 
there is already an authority in the 

Hymnary database based on this first line, 
a pull down menu should appear, but it 

doesn’t. 

Text authorities are currently based on the 
first line, but previously they were based on 

the hymn title. 



Next, I try words from the title in the 
authority field; and the menu appears. 

However, I see two authorities of 
“thank_you_lord”. I don’t know which one to 

use, so I need to investigate the texts. 



I open up another window and click on the 
Texts tab, then browse. 

 I see two possibilities. The first, has the first 
line “Thank you, Lord” and the other has the 

first line “Thank You, Lord, for saving my 
soul…” which matches the first line of the 

refrain of the hymn I’m working on. 



This is the authority page 
for the first possibility. It 
shows me the full text, 
which doesn’t match. 



I open the authority page for the second 
possibility, it looks like a match. I then click 
on “Edit” to find out what the identifier is. 



The authority identifier 
is “thank_you_lord-2” 



I go back to the hymn 
I’m working on and 

enter the identifier into 
the box 



Now, my authority text is 
no longer “Unconnected” 



Now, I go back in to “Edit” to connect the 
people. I start by typing in the last name. (You 
could also enter it as “Seth Sykes”). No menu 

appears, so I need to investigate further 



To make sure this person isn’t in the database, I open another 
window and go to the Author’s tab to browse. I see only 4 names 

beginning with “Sy”, none of them are “Sykes” 



I will need to add this person to the database, but before I do, I want to establish the authorized 

name to enter. Hymnary uses Library of Congress Authorities as the standard. So the first step is to 

check the authority files. The Web site is http://authorities.loc.gov. I enter the name into the search 
box, select “Name Authority Headings” and click “Begin Search” 



This is the list of results. There are two Seth Sykes, one 
was born in 1966 and has an Authorized Heading button 
next to it and the other one says it is from the old catalog, 

with no Authorized Heading button, but there is a Bib 
Record we can check to verify. The hymnal indicates that 

Seth Sykes who wrote the hymn was born in 1892, so I will 
check the Bib Record to see what it says. 



This is the other Seth Sykes to show what the authority record looks like when you open it up and in case we 
didn’t notice the birth year and wanted to investigate. The numbers in bold on the left side are field numbers. 
The ones to pay attention to are the 100 field (which matches the heading), the 400 fields (which this record 
doesn’t have) which are cross references, or other names this person has been known by, and the 670 fields 
which reveal where the cataloger got the information to make the heading, usually the heading comes from a 

work by the person. Sometimes there is other information about the person, like dates, or profession. Since this 
isn’t the Seth Sykes I want, I am going to go to the Library of Congress Catalog to look at the Bib Record for the 

other Seth Sykes. The link is in the upper right hand corner. 



I do a search in the Library of Congress 
Catalog for the person and select Author/

Creator Keyword. 



This is the Bib record for Seth Sykes from the old 
catalog: Songs of salvation, composed and arranged 

by Seth Sykes, Looks, like the person I want. 



I now go back to the Edit page I’m working on and click on the “Add New 
Person” link. This is the page I get (except the boxes are blank.) For the 
PersonID I entered the last name followed by “_” followed by initials. In 
the Name field I entered the name. In the Full Name field I entered the 

name with last name first followed by the life dates from the hymnal, since 
the LOC Authority file didn’t give me dates. I repeated the dates in the 

Born and Died fields. These are for searching purposes. And selected the 
gender. When I am done entering the new record, I save it. 



Now, I go back to the Edit page I’m working on and I enter 
the name, get a menu, click on the name and the program 

enters the authority for me. 



I repeat the process with Bessie Sykes. She was also in the old catalog and co-author with Seth 
Sykes of Songs of salvation. The life dates stay in the Name fields as they are in the hymnal.  In the 

death year field on the Add New Person page, I filled in 2005, since neither LOC nor the hymnal 
give me a death date and I don’t think she is still alive. 



Now, I’m going to resolve the Tune authority. I like to click on 
the Text authority and see the Related tunes – that is, the 

tunes that the other hymnal instances have used with this text. 
They are listed below the Instances. In this case there is one 

tune listed besides our unconnected one.  



Clicking on the related tune brings 
me to the authority page for that 

tune. Unfortunately, these 
instances don’t give a composer for 

this tune but I’m pretty confident 
that the tune I’m working on 

matches this one. 



I am back at the Edit page for 
the unconnected tune 



I start to type in the name of the tune 
title, the menu appears and I select 

“thank_you_lord_for_saving_my_soul”. 
Then I type in the names “Sykes, Seth” 

and “Sykes, Bessie” in the person 
authority fields and select their names 

from the menu in order to get the 
Authority ID’s filled in. 



Everything is now 
connected. 



I move on to the 
next one. This one 
only has the tune 

unconnected. I click 
on the Authority 

Text to see Related 
tunes. 



The Related tune is “Glorious Freedom” 
which is the same as the title of the 

hymn I’m working on and the composer 
is the same.  



Back on my edit page for the 
tune, I connect this tune to 

“Glorious Freedom” by 
changing the “_”  in the 

Authority identifier field to 
“glorious_freedom”. 



Here is another one with 
an unconnected tune. 



I click on the Authority text and find this list of Related tunes. 
The tune I’m working on is named “ST. MARGARET” and there 

is a “ST. MARGARET” on the list, but also “O Love That Wilt 
Not Let Me Go” and “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” and one 

named “MALLETT”. Could these be the same tune with different 
names or different tunes? 



When I click on ST. 
MARGARET I find the 

composer I’m looking for. 



When I click on “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” there is no composer 
listed. But look! One of them has a recording I can listen to. 



Here is MALLETT. The composer is Hall, so this 
tune is different from ST. MARGARET. 



Here is “O Love That Will Not Let Me 
Go”. No composer and no tune on this 

one so I’m going to leave it alone. 



After listening to the recording of the tune in “O 
Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go and a recording of 
the tune in ST. MARGARET I find that they are 
the same. So I want to Merge the tune “O Love 
That Wilt Not Let Me Go” into ST. MARGARET. I 
click on the “Merge” link in the authority record 
and get this page. I enter “st_margaret” into the 

box and click the “Merge” button. 



This page results which shows me conflicting information from the two 
records. I’m able to pick and choose information from either column but 

most of the time I leave it as it is. Then I click “Merge” again and the 
tunes are merged. 



After my  merging tangent I come back to 
Revival Hymns. I enter the Authority 

identifier, but the person also needs to be 
connected. After entering the last name 
and getting the pull down menu, none of 

the names match exactly, but Peace, Albert 
Lister looks like a pretty good match, so I 

select it. 



Here I am connecting another person authority. After I 
type in the name I notice my menu says “(See Morris..” 

but I can’t see all of it. I don’t want to connect this 
hymn to “Morris, Leila Naylor” because this is a cross 

reference. 



I open another window and click on the Author tab and investigate. It says to 
see Morris, C. H., Mrs.  



I go to Morris, C. H. Mrs., click on the name, then click on “Edit this 
person” to find out the PersonID which will be the same as the 

AuthorityID. When I go back to Revival Hymns, I can enter Morris, 
C. H. or I can enter the PersonID into the Authority identifier field. 



Now that I’ve connected the 
author, I move on to the tune. I 
start by clicking on the Authority 
text link to look at the Related 

tunes for this text in order to see 
if I can find a match. 



This one has one related tune, 
“STILL NEARER” but the one I’m 

working on is named “MORRIS” So 
either it is different or the tune could 
have different names. I click on it to 

find out. 



One hymnal has it named “STILL NEARER”, one doesn’t have name 
for it so the name is formed from the title and the other hymnal calls it 

“MORRIS”. So, which name should I use? For tune names we use 
the most common name, it is 2 “MORRIS” against 1 “STLL NEARER” 

so I am going to change the authority to “MORRIS” 



I am editing the tune 
authority. I change the 

tune name to “MORRIS”. I 
will also need to change 

the Identifier. 



To change the identifier I clicked on the 
“Change ID link and I get this page. I 

deleted the “still_nearer” that was in the 
box and I type in “morris” then click the 

“Move” button. This will change the 
authority identifier for all the attached 

instances. 



The completed hymnal instance. 


